GOD'S FINERCTAL PLAH

God never works Wﬁthiﬁf@laﬁﬁ He hnd o plentewos

1o In the maling of this world
The sun smd moon end stars move in rhythmic order aceording to thet plan.

Ze For the waking of men
He said, "Let us male men in cur imsge, sfber our likenes
dominion over the fish of the see, and over the fowl of ¢
cabtle, and over all the esrth, amd over every crasepiang ¢
on the earth.” Gen. 1:268

&. For the hmen femily spon this esrth.
When they nove aceording ©o thet paln the result is harmony. end heppiness. When
they move conbyary to theb plen the reswld is Javgling, inhamony, hatreds and
s DIness . :

4. OF worshiy

%3 and leh thew have
he alr, amd over the
hing that ersepsth up-

i

fs minubely set oub in the Laberpacle, regarding which He said, "Ses thabt ve do
1% mocording o the pabtemn.”

8. Of selwabion
Wea known and delinitely sgreed upon before the foundsbion of the world
plan is outlined in His Bosk., "Belisve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be seved.” Aoks 15:31

s For the organizabion of the church.
His plan was that the church should be & body of beptized believers joined lo-
gether for ths purpese of carvying cut Christ’s will in the comomity snd oxe

o

tending His Kingdom to the ends of the earih.
7o Frpytdd Adnances of His chrush,

They wire maly, bepbisze sad the Lord®s Swpepere The Lo
per symbollzes Christ’s broken body snd shed blood, md beptism symbolizes
rEsurrestion.
Be For the officers of the o
They are the pastor end descons
8 For finsveing Hie chureh and Tingdem.
It Is wnbhinkeble thet the God of order in every other realm would lseve this ime
portent matter to & haphazerd, hiteor-miss method. There is too mueh imvolvad
for it to be Bolleft. “he plan is elearly snd definitely oubtlined in the Borip=
tures. A% no bime heve I ever foumd where God has changed thab pasns LI we are
Yo rightly wnderstned His plan for finmmeing His chuwvch and Kingdom we must cone
sider the followingie=-

Is The Cwneyship OF Gad .
The worid sod &Ll that is within it telongs to God, s made it, end in s ine-
finite thought forlt, He has s destiny that must be seocomplished. Back behind
everybling lmen end terrestriel there is the soverizn, supreme, shaolube owners
ship of Gede 1t is diffieult for ue, whe glory in our independence, to recognizs
fully thet both we and ours belong to God. I we are willing, howsver, %o smecept
the plain besching of God's word, there is mo escape from such sonclusims. Godls
title to the whole unlverse snd everything thet is in it elearly establisted in -
the Bible. And He has never for vne momenbt relingulshed Fis titls.

le Ble wmerehlp of Van
There ave five grest, oubtebanding feets which prove God'sz umiversal spd spe-
cific ownership of us as Christien men end wowen. Pis cleims of ownerablp
are based primerily ofitemw
(1} Crestion
"So Ged oresatsd men in Fis
mals and female creabted He them",

1

"hnd Johovah Cod formed man o

-

: in the lmsge of God oreanbed He him:
STre L:ET
dust of the ground end bresthred into
oy sad manbecams & Iviog soul.” Gen. 2:7
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Zod's ersebive peb pavs Hlm sbsoluis possession over the produet of Hiz
Awmg&m 1t is the ~‘z¢gt of bhe maker over the thing mads end this pipht is
rouognized by the lm of eivilized men everywhere. "A11 things weis made
ﬁ gl E%zm {(Jesus Christ); end without Him was nobt anyibing made thalt haeth
been made.® Jekm 1:2. Thus the ¥ew Tsabewent approves the dootvine of God's
sreablve ownsrshlip over HAN.
(2) Preservetion ,
God hes not only wade the world snd man, bub men s kept by God’s pressrv-
ing power. Heb, 1:1l=F definitely stsbtes that all things, even man himself,
are upheld and preserved by the hand of Ged's power. Sinee we ave kept by
the powsr of God, He elaims us as His possession by right of Bis preserving
and kesplng powsr.
Providentiasl Care
ot ouly does Ged preserve us, but He furnlshes us with all the elemental
faetors of life. His ocenership of ws is writben in every praticle of :
that poes inbo the stomach to sustain life, in every thread of clothes thel
werms and probests the body, in every Wit of ozome thetb iﬁ bireatrad inbe
the lusps, in every vay of lipght that gulides the fee%, and Ln svery other
sarthlvblessine wlth which He shows Hieg love to us,
{8} Redemption
Hig vight of owpership is found in 2 meost significent way in the fast of
suy epiribusl redouwption. Faul says, "Te are nobt vour omn, for ye were
bousght with 2 prejee.” I Core $:19-20, And that price was the blsod of
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'Qrz;rm%;@ The price of “hwrist’s desth on the cross pald By the Futher's
lowe intitlss Him fo s %wplsﬁ“ﬁ% gnd absolute title and full possession of
L

God ., The redempiive title e
'r oruelifiasd Son and hensé

the mind, body, sl soul of ewvery c¢hild of &
Seds people ls sesled with t?s@ hlﬁed of God
meies this possession doubly preclious.
Final Consummatlion
God is meking shundant he
the land bﬂ“gmﬁ e prave
hendte of God¥s Baviocur 11 . 2 s :
nlan thet lw :wsmswmt% ‘p ople g%:&li% T!;,mre in ﬁﬂuiﬁﬁ% Blizs &ﬁmafé,ly wi ek
Hime Thi 2 &
gloyicus reslms abovs i emts'%;
Ther with thiz quesblis
snobher matber for cons
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His Cemerehiy of Things :
Let us allow the Bible 4o spesk subthority hers also.
{1} His universsl ownership
The material uwniverse belongs to God bevsuse He ersasted 1E, He crssted
a1l that is. "In the begluniog God @fﬁaﬁw the hesvens end the sarth.”
Gems Lile Thoy zre thereforve Hiz owpn. EHelther you ner L noy cur remote
st sneestors hed one thing to dowiith the creshbion, ’*Ee%m}.aﬁa = (i;;ss Jehoo
wek thy God belo: g}s:;@‘%, the hesven and the Tﬁﬁl%“"’&b of hen
with all that thereln is.” Deut, 10:14. He s«:t,tlss Pl
the whole hegvearn s : Job £1:1%, v Th
wah's and the i‘amm‘mJ trerecl: the worlid and {h&*‘* thet
Poplm 24:1. In the begloming God pubt the sbanp of His owmer ;
things wnd He hgs never vemoved it. He hes vever trmsfzrved whet He ore-
ated bo the owmership of He put Adse in the Garden of Bden "to
it" ‘m;i: %: ho o ;’_*Ls '*Ga«ﬁ hes rade 61l th
shelm on eny of His
His cwmership.
{2}




G ‘?e owns the cslils snd the beaate
E’mzzz*; beast of the forst is mwine, snd the cetile uwpon s thousand
hilla®. Pe. BO210
de He owne and gives to individual power do pet wealth
"But thou wic&h;t TEmETE T “&"‘:ﬁé’ Lord thy God: for ¥e it is thet glvelth
thee power to get wealth,” Deub. 8:18. In other words, sbility o
meke money iz & Godegiven valent.
bg bobweon man snd men thers 1s swosyehip. The poscesser hae & Utle and right
o his Ferw, his sbore, his wmoney or whebever he posgsesses thet gusrenbtess him
spaingt sny obher men, bebt his ditle 1l & omer insbroment snd is onlypeed in
men-mede courst {:r”f‘ Yaws mmi has & prier clelm o the world and %o all the wealih
of the worid. debes back to sbernity. It prows oul of, snd irheres
in, the righis of *%:;‘*ze Crestore. It is 2 Bitle that is primery, &‘Ezfsmtwes and e
guegtiomable, Man of ﬂ%ﬁ.mwﬁ{‘ varmot produce anyithing. Wam of

g ook
oo snybhing . end all his possessions beleng to Gode
Whon Jeswus cmme the i‘f}mmf cwnership wes gn eptablished net
therefore, heve % estaklish the fact of the owrnership of God; He only bed to

B

inbosrpret it. Much of Ple lenching periained to ithis guestion. In feeb, one
vet of every six verses in } Batthew, Mark, snd Luke le on the subject of g}“‘“‘@p&mj’f
and the vse and sbuse of wormy parable ad in precept Jseus i
giples that the wealth of belonged to God and theb
their lives o God end & Eipgdon thet Ood would
mberisl wante. e als thet & ments 1ife did nol coneist in Zfﬁ:'"?}g
ting hold om anrt
But it remsined i shurceh, uadsy the ?&&uﬁ;‘%“ﬁ%“‘:g‘% of the rsafi%v Spiprit
o enterpyvel for us %%L@; ﬁ‘im,f ine of God's ownership. "ind
Ehat ouphlt of the thivgs whish he possessgsed was his own,”
that happened bo these Chrisiisns wae thet Fod besers res
beosmes real boe the senbers of cur shurceh boday 1 owil
beccme & feet of experience spd %he pessession @f’ 2
rights Thisz lg the tesching of the Hew T
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The ftews WE@E*}; OF Hawn
In 'ﬂ”&ﬁé "*.%_ ht of the seripburelly established fuet of God'ls ownereship of ve ard
oy poBsessions, we o ‘5«1@ rigblens should recognize the MHllowing feebs which

ghould govern our livesi—ee
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CHEBRES
+ 1‘.%, ke qt&wwﬁ& grd ot liksowners.

1, If Uod owns un, we sh and pubivet
our wills snd the disp ¥ : grest will,
2o IFf God cwms what we poss %;hﬁm we wre only temsnts snd stewsrds. Ve
58

‘t&
vught therefore o a

What Ig e stewnrd? L sleward is & person entrusted with the wevpemmnt of sge
toke or affeyls imi Wie owne A1 laws of legie, vhilesophy, znd e¢bhics would
add the furbher hat thiz mengement Is Yo be gocording to the will snd di-
mct:%m"x of the rﬁva‘i CENRL . ‘%"%mmm}mp ig the Christien loew of 1ife. The Hew

esboment copeept of sbeowardship in ite 31 sweep iluvelves sll the fsohbors of
1@4 te

There are two elements over which the steward hes dherge, self and subsbonce,
snt these two things go together. The centyel thing in stewerdship if nenfs re-
lation o Code Falith im Christ ineludes surrender bo Thrizb, When Jesus becomes
our Lowd, we become Hig stewards. There coxn be no Lordehipy op ths part of Jesus
withouth :a*%‘:&ww""‘«:%.y mn“‘iﬁ@ rart of His follewers. Lordship lmplies sbewnrdship:
o syt wh the other.e Shewardship grows oub of our obligebicn Lo
cend Odver of 211 things mederial end m;‘yﬁtmﬁh sud is
indlsps to & Iife of chedience, love, &ﬁﬁ% gretitode. The Chrisitien e
langs bo end, 25 » simple scelmowledpement of thet fsot, & first g%mm af
i“mm ralents, ﬂ»m:‘;@;; s end money shovlid be laidé op ‘%;l:_m &ltar of God to be used
iy e 1
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I7T7. The Mvision of Incowe

-

eglon

oppition of The vwmership of {‘@.& srd the ackn fr@t;é
sbewardship of meh ve e:;mw*pa e sebbing sside -:5“ g dEfind :
imeome for the extension of Chyled's Fipgdom. The windemm Ef:”“’ﬁ Jon of
an ingome which iz %o po to the Yivine Cwner for the support of the ip-
terests of His Kivgdom is one tenth. Thet is the only measure for indl-
widuel giving é@f}hﬁye}}“ set forth In the Seriptures. The Bible reveals
God's plan for fMosneing the work of Bis Xiﬂg@“;&m@ His plam pyovides fow
tithes ne sn soknowledgement of God's cwnevship, end the making of offer-
ings ug en expression of men's love and gratibude for God®s care.
1) The i;i%;?ﬁw iz gprounded in men's relstiom to Cod
¥en is dependent upon Gode Man is indebbed to God. The law of the
tithe has ite originiin snd is based upon this fundamertel splrituel
relatione In the second chepber of Benesis it s recorded thet God
put men into the gerden of Eden o dress end keep it, bub in the vexy
pext verse we are informed thet God reserved e certaln tree of the gar-
den for Himself. Heve, at the very birth of the race, God :%s BESE T
ing ¥His ownership. Han's first sin was not msmﬂ“ the stealing of sn
apple from God's tyesp; 1t was & revold ageinst God's ownership; 1t weas
the deniel of the soveripn rights of God and the blasphbemous eseumpiion
thet wmen cwned what had o Tresly beern plsced in his eave. Eight here
im bhe dawn of orestion the Pmdesmentel prinsiple of the Siths lsg fowumd.
The tithe sntedates the Hosele Law .
The patrisychs in the dim eerly agss recognized the tenth sz a rwason-
able portion to be offered to egehmrah& "pbrehes zave Him tithes of all.V
Gen, 1420

1e "Ef?:m Bible mrasure for meking ¥ks diw
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In g hour of Ylessed spiridtusl vision Jacch vowed w solemn vows "OF
1 thet thew shelt glve me T will surely glve the fenth unbte thee.” G,

Thug, the mebier of tithivg was the spoviansous st of God
whoze hearts are Filled with grebitude fov ¥he meredes and bles
nhoveh had besbowed upon then.

(2} The tithe was writien into ithe Levitiewnl sysben bWy the
Howes.

It iz the simple statewent: “And e8ll the tithe of th &, whether of
the seed of the land, or of the [ruld of the fyee, is the Lordts. It ls
hely onbo the Lord." Lev. 28:50

Thus through the centuries from moses To Christ God's people, in sccor-

&
b
g

T
BYL0E w@"%:}g Hiz owrn express commernd, mede the btemth the basis of thelr
glvin The tenth was theobasis tut not the sum totsl of t‘%@@q@» givings

The ta%mﬁ. is essumed in the New Tesborsnt
The B. T waz born iz en atmosphers where tithing wes the custon end
the praciies. The people kpew of no bebtber %w;g toe sxpress thely dze
debtednoss bo God ewrd had no otber plan for the swpoert of the divipe
religion except tithing. It jg, therefors, not necessary for the H.T.
to reaffivs the law of “f:rse* tithe; it is only necessary ts:a asume it.
{5) The tithe is ag\tmm&@ in the New Testement

The 159 Te definitely waagz&.&% and epproeves tlthing. On two differsnd
soensions Christ endorssd or appy ved the vractice of tithing. The first
& in Luke ﬂ:«m when He is dipipg with o FPhalrsee; tle second iz in
lntthew 25:2% when Fe is spesking in the temple. In both instenses ﬁﬁ-
sells atberbion to the comdueh of the FPharisgses who are so carsful ©
ithe sven the herbs of the garden, bub lsave undone tle %;ghﬁ:&@:; X A
tere of the law, Ve sommends them for tithing, ssying, "This ye ought
o heve done, and not o heve left the other undowne,” The word ou h%;
wieh ne uses, sorboins the idss of obligsticn end showe delinitsl '
thet Christ was of the opinion thadt they should tithe. These p .ﬁ%&g’ﬁa}?
both poknowledge snd approve i thing.
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’%@ Bivie Method of Maki this Dlvision

ring ye 211 the tithes inbo the shorehouse™. Mal. 3:10 Yole that He
&g}m’; everyone te brimg his tithes to the plece of wors it iz neot to
be held untll some eopmiitee comes afbey it. 1t is to be brought as ap
sxpression of thanks giving and et of worship.

Ged®s finmncliel plen iz sel forth move slenrly perhaps in I lers 16:2
then iIn sy other single verse. It sgre, L‘g}f::g the Tivet day of the week
et every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, thet

here be no eollections when I come™, This Sext shows the method Lo baiee

(1} the first dey of the wesk",

{ﬁ} Eileweseenre sec s e -J{f%} wmaeh e of you

{E} S ¥ N ﬂf}? Wiwm in storve

{4} F cff“t:n@rm"%“@““e““ "As God heth prospered him"

(8} Y useescesvess bimt there be ne colleohbion when I come®,

I heve tried to set before you God's wey of firencing His chureh snd His
K%ﬁﬁém sz elzarly as I bave known how Yo do it. You can cobnbrest His
with weys thet you heve kmown and perhaps tried. I% now devolves upon
vs Lo make & declslon =& bo which wey we expect to pursue.

=

ﬁ.z..g

Pevreonally I intend go in God's way or wb ab alle
The Bible Motives foy Making thiz Diwision

(17 Leveliy to God

e have no nore

sat agide seripburel giving than others havs

Splvitual development s dependent ln parit upon ocuy fidelity in followe
ing God

love
%}E‘@ E»:J @.
{4} DBesire to homorthe Loxd
Godts peopie should bhyipg God’s }Eﬁ“ﬁé&%}f’ o Bod's house on God's day for the
support of God's work and the plory of God's neme .

"Heught thet I beve wmy own I eall,
I helid it Tor the Givers

¥y heart, wmy life, my hops, my &ll,
Awe Fiz, and His f“z;r‘"**‘e“*



